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the size of the stones, as in the cyclopean walls, remained a signifi-
cant feature of the military architecture of the Deccan until the
advent of the Muslims. On the walls of the Raichur fort is an
interesting carving in which a heavy stone is shown laden on a
large four-wheeled cart, tilted up, so that the rear end of the stone
nearly touches the ground. Buffaloes are yoked to the cart in pairs;
as they grow smaller in front and more indistinct it is difficult to
count them. Probably this is meant for perspective. Upon the for-
ward upturned end of the stone is perched the driver, whip in hand,
while others are applying long levers to the wheels and stone to
help it along. The length of the stone to which the carving refers
is 4i-| feet, and it is still in the walls of the Raichur fort, near
the western gate. Apart from the large size of the masonry, the
other distinguishing features of the Hindu military constructions
are the irregular form of the stones and the entire absence of the
use of cement of any kind. The joints of the stones were first per-
fectly chiselled, and then they were laid one above the other, being
kept together only by their enormous weight (Plate XXIV).

With the advent of the Muslims into the Deccan, a vigorous
style of military architecture grew up, and the use of the guns under
Turkish officers and engineers in the latter half of the fifteenth cen-
tury brought about still further improvements in the principles and
material of building as well as in the laying out of the defences.
The present fortifications of the majority of the Deccan forts bear
a striking resemblance in their arrangement to the mediaeval Euro-
pean forts, the influence of the Turkish engineers being apparently
the cause of this similarity.

A large number of these forts has been systematically studied
and described in detail in the Annual Reports of the Department.
The survey plans of the Golconda, Gulbarga and Bidar forts are
also available for sale at nominal prices for the benefit of students.